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Letter by Father Chauchetiéere to his brother.

VILLEMARIE, this 7th of august, 1694.

Y REVEREND FATHER,
Pax Christi.

To give you some share in our mathematics,
I may tell you that I read, in the little book about
the knowledge of the times, that the eclipse of the
moon that occurred here on the 11th of january, and
appeared to us while the moon set in the west-north-
west, could not be visible to you, because there is a
difference of five hours between your meridian and
ours; while, as the sun rose on our horizon only at
38 minutes past 7 o’clock, we were able to see the
moon. As regards the eclipse of the sun that was
visible to you on the 22nd of june at a quarter past
4 in the afternoon, and to us between eleven
and half past eleven in the morning, it had this
peculiarity, that you saw it as a very small one; for
the sun’s disk appeared to you to be covered to
the extent of only 4 fingers, while to us it seemed
covered to the extent of 8. There remained of the
sun merely a crescent, like that of the moon in its
first quarter; the eclipse was at its height at half past
twelve, and it was over at one o’clock; the eclipsed
part was toward the northwest. It lasted about two
hours. That of july 7 was not visible to us. I had
given notice of it on the 22nd of june; but, as the
moon was clouded over on rising, it appeared to us
only about g o’clock, and the eclipse had begun



